Bonus period FAQ’s

What is Bonus Period?

Bonus period is a 30 minute class that occurs daily at the same time throughout the school.  During this time, students will be provided with an array of interventions and/or enrichments that will help meet their needs as learners.  

How will my student’s bonus period be chosen?

Students that are in need of interventions in math and language arts, based on the data that has been collected through ISTEP+ scores and building based assessments, may be placed in a math or language arts lab.  All students that fall below grade level targets will either be placed in bonus lab and/or an intervention during rotation, if more time and support are needed.  

Interventions can not be replaced by enrichments until students have shown growth in the targeted areas.

If students are not in need of interventions, based on data, those students will then be given some choice into the enrichments available.  Students will either be a part of a year-long, school-wide enrichment or a team rotation of enrichments in the content areas.
Students were asked to fill out a questionnaire based on previously collected academic data as well as interests to help us determine the appropriate placement.

What school-wide enrichments are available?

The following school-wide enrichments are available:

All grades:

Newspaper

Rosetta Stone – Spanish/French

Video announcements/broadcasting

7th and 8th grade:
Show Choir – available to students in choir class
Percussion group – available to percussion students in band class
How are the class rosters for the school-wide enrichments determined?

School-wide enrichments are a year long enrichment and commitment.  School-wide enrichments also have limited seating (approximately 20-30 students total).  If a student shows interest in a school-wide enrichment, the supervising teacher will then include him or her in a selection process to determine the final class.

Since Rosetta Stone is a language based enrichment, a student’s language arts data is used to help place him or her into this class.  With a limited number of seats per grade level, this enrichment was first made available to students that received a pass+ on the language arts portion of the ISTEP+ assessment.  If seats are still available, those seats will be opened to any students that are interested and received a pass score on ISTEP+.

What if my student is not in an intervention or school-wide enrichment?

Students that are not in an intervention or school-wide enrichment will rotate through team enrichments in the content areas.  These may include but are not limited to science, social studies, language arts, physical education, fine arts, Project Lead the Way, and digital literacy.  These courses are based on rigorous content area standards and are designed to be in areas interest and relevance to middle school students.  The offerings are unique to the grade level, teacher, and subject area.

Is Bonus graded?

Bonus period will not receive a grade and will not be included in a student’s GPA.  Bonus is designed to check student progress throughout the duration, but to be a low-stakes, high-interest time while expanding and supporting middle school academic standards.

When will we find out where our student is placed?

Early next week students will be placed into bonus.  Some school-wide enrichments will take a few additional days to complete the process of creating a final class list depending on demand.

If your student is placed into an intervention or school-wide enrichment, you will receive a letter explaining the intervention or enrichment.

Can bonus placement change throughout the year?

If it is determined that a student’s needs change, his or her placement may change.  Math and Language Arts Lab are flexible groups.  If a student is in need of more support as the year progresses, he or she will be moved into an intervention.  The opposite is also true.  If that is the case, you will receive contact from the school to let you know this change is occurring.  Please note if a student is in need of intervention, the intervention will take precedence over an enrichment. 
If a student chooses a school-wide enrichment, a year long commitment is requested unless a need for intervention occurs.
Please contact the school for any additional questions.

