Picture this....it's a typical school day morning. You have successfully
completed the mission of getting your kids to schoaltime.

Now it's your time to relax before heading off to work.

You make a cup of your favorite frdslewed coffee (or tei,you prefer)
and sit down to eat breakfast. While staring out the window, you take a deep
breath and sigh. Today is going to be a good day, you tell yourself.

Suddenly, there is a knock at the door. Not wanting to move from your
comfortable chair in ghkitchen, you shout, “Who’s there?”

“Your neighbor,TCEF.”
“Who?” you ask.
“Your neighbor,TCEF.”

Hmmm, you think to yourself. | know most of my neighbors but none of
them have that voice.

“I'll be right there,” you say.
Wait a minute, you think. CoultlbeThe Couple,Ethel andFred?

No, you tell yourself, they are on vacation.

How aboutT hoseCute andEnergetid-ords?
Nope. | saw them leave for work two hours ago.

| know! It must b om andCindy Elliott-Fraley. They were out \kang
when the school bus pulled up this morning.

“Tom, Cindy, is that you?” you ask.



“No. It's your neighboTCEF.” “Can you please open the door?”

Not willing to leave your coffee (or tea, if you prefer) behind, you take your
cup and cautiouslyproach the door. Pulling back the curtain next to the

door, you try to sneak a peak at the neighbor.

Opening the door, you greet the early morning visitor, “Good morning. Can
| help you?”

“Good morning to you!” sayisSCEF. “May | add that shoutl be the one to
ask...‘Can | help you?'”

You respond, “I'm afraid that | don’t understand. You tell me you're my
neighbor,TCEF, yet | don’t recognize you. When | ask if | can help you, you
respond saying thgbuare the one that can hetpe You’ve goten minutes

to explain yourself and your time starts...now!”

“Ok. Let me begin by telling you my full name. | amTtheCreek

Education Foundationl have been your neighbor since 2001 and love being
in this neighborhood. | especially enjoy helpiegatiea children get a great
education.”

“How am | doing on time?” askedCEF.
“You've got 8 minutes left. Keep talking,” you reply.
“l came to this neighborhood to help support the schools, T€F.

“My mission is to encourage community philanoghy in order
to promote and fund excellence and innovation in education for
all schoolage children residing within Eagle Creek, Cedar Creek
and West Creek Townships in Lake County, Indiana.”

“I do enjoy talking about all of my accomplishments, but séeihgam
working with a time constraint, | am afraid that | cannot go into all of the
details. May | show you something?” aské&F.

“Yes, you may. But keep in mind that you have 6 minutes remaining,” you
say.



“Very well,” responded@CEF. “Take alook at this. “It shows what | have
been able to accomplish since | moved here. | think you'll be impressed.”

You take the piece of paper and gasp, “WOW! This is incredible!”
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education of over
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“l had no idea that you were such an ined neighborTCEF. I'll tell you
what- | would love to hear more about your activities so why don’t you join
me for a cup of coffee (or tea, if you prefer)?” you say.

“Why, I'd like that very much. Thank you,” s8iGEF.

“Being involved in our commupwits a great privilege,” begd@EF. “There
IS nothing more important that providing an excellent education for our
neighborhood children,” continuédCEF.

Your interest peaked, you ask “How are you able to give so much to the
schools to benefit our kids?

‘I am so glad you asked that question,” repli€&F. “I ask everyone who
lives in our neighborhood to support me in my mission to provide unique
educational opportunities. We live in a very caring and supportive
neighborhood and many of our neighbappreciate and support my work.
As you know, federal and state funding for education continues to decline
resulting in programs being eliminated.”

“Yes,” you say, “l am tired of hearing about all of the budget cuts in schools
across the country. How aoer kids supposed to compete in a global work
force if they don’t have the opportunities a good education provides? Itis
very distressing to realize that our currenthesgperfect economy is

harming our kids’ futures.”

“| agree with you, neighborfatedTCEF. “It is because of the budget cuts

in education that | have stepped up to help. | have been able to provide
funding for some pretty fantastic programs and projects that were organized by
our creative and innovative teachers. For exampleelH&ped many of our
elementary children participate in the fantastic progt#endezvous With A
CometQhat is presented each year at Purdue University. | always get a lot of
letters from the kids and teachers who have participated in the program tell

me how much they learned from the program and that they actually had fun at
the same time!”

“Do you like music?” asketiCEF.
“Why, yes | do,” you reply. “Why do you ask?”

“Because | love music, too” sdi@EF. “Did you know that | have
supportedtie band and choir programs in
each of our schoors



“Now that you mention it,” you say, “l remember reading about that in the
neighborhood paper. | remember something about a piano as well. Now let
me think, what was it about the piano?”

“l can tel you about the piano,” saldCEF. “One of my goals was to raise
enough money tpurchase a grand piano for the high scHeddt of our

neighbors contributed money and we raised the money in a matter of months.
What a beauty it is, t00.”

“Because of th financial support of our generous neighbors, | have also
funded many more programs, and some of them are:

' LHS Academic Teams

I Freshman Academy

' LHS Futurama

I LHS Auto Technology Department

I | purchased newspapers so the high school students could keep up
with current events

I Laboratory equipment for the high school science department
I Sports programs to keep our kids physically fit

I A variety of art programs at the elementary level

I Professional development for faculty and staff

“I would like to share with youne more program | have supported. Have
you been to the high school lately?” askE&F.

“No, | haven’t,” you answer. “Why?”

“The high school is home to one of the largest high school
collections of fine am the entire state. There are many
example®f art, sculptures,

pieces of antiquity and paintings that are displayed throughout the school. A
few years ago, the art teacher at the high school approached me about starting



a campaign to raise funds to purcha®embrandt etchiptitled OLandscape
With A CowO

In a short period of time, | was able to raise the amount necessary to purchase
the etching and it now is displayed in a place of honor at the high school. Our
students are exposed to fine art each and every day thelpwa the halls at

the high school. Many students never have the chance to go to museums to
view art and now those students can discover art while going to school. Isn’'t
that remarkable?”

“Now | am impressed,” you say. “l am glad that | have hacthaelatalk
with you about your work to support our schobGEF.”

“If we had more time, | would love to tell you about all of the programs | have
supported.

If you would like to learn more, you can go to my welbaie;.icef.organd
see for yourself what our community has helped me do for our children.”

“How can | help you with your mission?” you ask.

“It is very easy for you to help < Gifts can be made in the form of cash
or check. You can give a gift of stoekusities, property or paig life
insurance. We also offer an e&sgetup payroll deduction plan, which is
designed to meet the individual employee’s charitable giving goal.”

“Whichever fund you choose, gifts in any fana /in any amountill give

you the opportunity to have an impact on the educational experience of the
students in THCreek. If you have questions, we can provide you or your
professional estate or tax planner with the information you need.”

TCEF continued,’'Because | am a ngorofit organization, all gifts are tax
deductible to the maximum amount allowable. See, isn’'t that easy?”

“You are absolutely right. It is easy to help you.”

You say, “Thank you for your time and for telling me about youFSHHE-.
| will send my contribugn to you and | look forward to hearing all about the
programs you will support this school year.”



“l thank you, neighbor, for your support and for the delicious cup of coffee
(or tea, if you prefer). This was a wonderful way to start the day. | hope to
see you again soon,” sAidEF.

Having had a wonderful conversation with your neighbor, you finish getting
ready for work. Before leaving the house, you make a note to speak to the
HR department at work about setting up a payroll deduction plan so you can
support your neighbot,CEF.

It /isgoing to be a good day...



